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Nees or any part of -the Cormmunion'ict the true 'Refo 
F< Church of Scotland, holdingipurely and intively the 


F* ciſc, according ro.the Rules:of Chriſt, and: landing. Ads and Con- 


C ſtirutions of. $5] urch:: And thative ſhallineither 
ree'Churches or Societies; *utiderother 


Jdiftin& from! the Pre, 


| * formed ſeparate 
SF*© vernmenrt or Miniſtry 


*:in; any Caſe,where citherthe' Offence-may'be-Legally removed, with- 
INF out our withdrawing;,---- Or iS-a ching tobe condelcendedon, forborn, 
\ Finn, woe ſtudy to mainrain Uaio85 Communioniin T ruth 8 

| , withiall che Miniltersard Members, of the ſaid Churct:thatdo, 
| and ng: they dofollow che Tnftirurions of Chriſt CAs in provi 
62.8. ;4: Dag Go.) And in” Arne. 6. Pg, 71. Weengage that we * 
F-ſhall1i ewited re, deſignand':endeayour to get the: deteCtions,  un- 
neſs worthy Neutralities, an ;unhbappy diviſions, Thar havelongand La- 
\* mentably wounded and wrecked the Church ' removed; Differences: 
 ſerrled and breaches healed; in'fuctr'a' way) and ſuchrermes, as 
© may ber Honourable. and (Advantageous for the Cauſe. ”: And, if oar 
upp: Brethren and we, between whom fach Diflerences-have fallen in, and 
-I'$© have beenſadly Fomented on/all hands; will ſearch:and try our ways 
CF*< refpettively,: how far-they:and-we have receded from 'the good. old - 
UF way of the Cnmch of Scorland.” 1 And:in onrimpartial Gatch all find 


urF< out our reſpe&ive defetions, aud breaches of Covenant; onthe one 


T1 hand,and onthe orher;andunite in confeſlingtheſe, by joyning, inthis, 
Fs or the like Acknowledgement of: publick Sins, and keeping hives of - 
N \ bumiliation, and. mourning for thelame. And-as we offerand pro- 
*F miſe to.confefs our Sins here acknowledged, 'or any: other. ſofar as 
F< we can be convinced; any manner. of'way, that they: ſhall defyte or 
OF< appoint ; So if they; at leaſt will confeſstheirs DoQrinally, and they 
Bc 2nd we both forſake them mutually,” and forſaking "concur in pro- 
© þ "curing che Condemnation'of them, inEccleſiaftick Synods or Aﬀemb- - 
\ lies): and. forerurm unto, and fix, our ground- on. the. old Eſtabliſhed 
: ;  foundations,according to: the Ward: of God;and: Conſtitutions of this 

: Church {ettled, - before the Covenanted Reformation topped, NEE | 
d & will then embrace and maintaif\ Union and. Communion with them. 
\ and ſubmiſſion to them in the Lord: And ſhall nor fuffer our Sives; 


. c Directly: 'Or — by whatſoeyec Combination. perſwafſton.or 
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3 290'9 ,/ and diſorderl withdrawing from Congregations,Societic, we 


F- ſhip, Diſcipline and Government ofthe ſame; 'in Priceiple 1.15 nal 
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© Nor withdraw from Miniſteror Member of that Bodysfor any offence? - 


| | ( IA ) 
< terror;. to- be divided: or, withdrawn, tromthis bleſſed Llaiqnſand: 
© Ganjun&ion.2 'Thusfaswe advanced invheſe. ſteps with nnq econ; 
' Thercahinw3, ib. che cemembuane>.ob-chale Relohaions Lance 
ments,which we lonked upon; 284d laſi-inierving an obligation lyingu- 
pow us,; ta make fore: Endeaygurs,i m/purſiure ofithis Woioo, which:is' 
a Duty; Materally,. Marally > and:Aftegedetalyrobligings incic! elf -/ 
Being invicedial(o byrſargs'revereri Miniſters inrGdidbeagh,we badance 
& againSonferences:winhtheuar VWiherrid: atlengrb afrarmobad fiitbin-" 
 fiſted'on the necoſhiey of contefrdgratd condemmogrtbeleliefattionsarid” Ft 
Corruptions;which icauſedusyrediangfolbng at a.diſtancefronthem,8e? 
propofedithe;Difficulucs ws had;inouh C ) oience, :t@;teiuinto: Com - "Yu 
- Tmunion with:thom betore:thelt wane temayed, astiifaild "Phey conde-" 
{cendedi upon: ſodas Expedicarsfar ottt ſatisfaction; tha itcſliguld beal-? 
y [again(t* 


lowed to us. toxxhibitetanatchext Affitbellp; oud: Teftinibay '4 
all theſo courſes and/praftifes*in. Miniſters; thas did. offend irs, and. co” in 
plead for recording} of it, inche;Booksof Aﬀdenadly, which mightiexoner” | ar 
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our Coalcieaces, and-abſolvains fron allparticipationiwithy or: Gom-* | 10 
munian/irthe:; guile,:; that: weicndeved torke inanyofthelr vhdngs>c:: ©! | tO 
- Whoreuponztaking this Condeſeenfian toffurtheroonſiddramarifaihich * | Þ3 
- indeed gave us moreciearneſsthan wahad'b )acdedeclinirig any tur-/ | 0! 
ther-procedure imitguntil we conſulted the mindbab tlig People, whom. we | bu 
defired to be: tender: af, and guard: agijoſtall-appearance- of, impoſing” | v6 
upon them; or averdriving them mbithingstheyeauld nat be ſtrdden-* | fo 
Iy clear: it. || We/had a; Mecting iwithh them,tadeliberane upan this mar-* | fo 
ter,at Diogla;, wheroin we propofeil the:Cate;and offered) feveral Confi-'Þ| Ot 
derationsto: bring-thingkto a-temper, endeavoyringtoſartifie and folye” | Pe 
ſeveral Scruples and Qbjet{ons, adduced by tender,zeatons; and ſerious | cl 
People; Alleagingthey.could:nathave treegpm:or clearneſs ta joyn with: | CC 
thele Miniſters, from:whaony they hath formerly withdrawn, untibthey | fu 
ſhould acknow!edge their dofe&&ion,: for wichout thatzrhey could never” || V 
becounted faithful,8. would nevertaithfully urge others raconteſs their | th 
Sins, when» they would not.acknowledge:their own: And that Union 'I & 
without this , would bury rhe:Teſtimaony againſt theſe defections. Aud: Þ| it: 
ſeveral athier difficulticsof thisnature, very weighty: tothem.and affeR. | th 
ing to/us. Toallwhich werendeavaured tagwedalution,, by: ſhewing, Þ! © 
'That the not confeſling ot Sins,; not in-prefenr prattife, was.never, : and:'Þj Ot 
can neveribe owned-by us.' to.bea ground: of Separation; And thatiwe' || it 
found in Scripture;the Godly had Communion:in-Churches,where there 'Þ] ft 
werce{cyeral .Corruptions not confeſled: nor reformed... Dy - at 
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it WAS.A\ Save a 8reat ly BED matter,. not raſhly.to be determi-. 
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| and may be hereafter publiſhed. Afcerwardh Ee: = Ke was More-re- 


miſly 


milly followed , both ſides being more abſtraQ, and kept in fuſpence; c 
waiting to {ec the conſtitution of the Church eſtabliſhed, and 'a'free Ges. 
nerol. Aſſembly, unto which they might make application, whenceall ex3} 7 
-pected more light and reſolution would accrue.Ar length,the General 4ſ-" 
ſombly indifted by Authority approaching,we had-another Meeting, in 


which after ſome Jitle debates, we camero a more ſedate agreement,to x 

apply to the 4ſſemby, and that we ſhould give in Papersro them's WeJ 
told rhem'that we had a mind;after exhibition of our Teft:mony, proteft-' C 

iog againſt the DefcQions thar oflcnded us,to Submitand Unue , 8 pery.| +; 

ſwaded them to do the like ; But they were reſolute to ſuſpend ofter- J 

ing Submiſſion and Union, untill chey fhould underſtand, what tiveice | Þ 
the Aſſembly, would take,'and what uſe they would make,of out; Papers. J +, 

' Upon this we concluded to give in ourPapers,and agreed 7o fer a part a4; 
day bctore the ſitting of the Aſſembly, to pray for Counſel and Gondu || « 

fromgheLord, in proſecution of this affair. - ' © s 
Before this time; tho we had in ſeycral places, and at ſfeyeral times. ny 


given a Specimen of our 'inclinableneſs ro Union and intenſe and 1m- | 
patient defire of Communion with our Brethren,in joyning with forme, : 
both in the North and South, to ſhew that we. did not ſcruple now, to'|- 
Incorporate with them, when the grounds of Separation, were taken. a- |] py 
way 2 Yer hitherto we ſaſpended Snbmiffion and fixed Union,until.the 
Metring of the General Aſſembly, both becaule,this was a matter proper” _ 
for an Aſſembly, thc differences concerned thewhole Church; and could 
only be cognoſced upon, and compoſed by an &fembly, and all the par- P 
ties concerned in them, diſperſed through a great parr of the Church,-' G 
could apply or anſwer to no Judicatory, inferiour to an Aſſembly, repre- J 
ſenting the whole ; Therefore we thought it proper and expedient, to 
depoſitate out Teſtimony there, and ſo take occation to: make. our Union || , 
as publick, as our drviſion was - And indeed our-1ntention to Addreſs d 
the Aſſembly, was almoſt as univerſally known, arleaſt through the ef, = 
and South, as our differences were, tho. our deſign in tze-Addreſs was un- | 
known to many. For both in trayelling through the Countrey towards T 
Edinburgh, and when we came there, we found very many and multifas 
rious opinions and. reports of it : Some of a Malignant temper, .telling .f 
that we were come to firethe Aſſembly, and create confuſtonamong them: |... 
Others,. that we bad a.mind'to give in Papers declining their Authority, wy 
and proteſting againſt -rheir Conſticution and: Proceedings : Some alleag- Þ 
tg lile les, then we had-got Gold from the Facobites and Prelatiſts, to be 


fow 


: =... "INF 
. | fom-diſcord among-them : Others expreſling their wiſhes and hopes.that 
;-» | for our former Prattiſes, and preſenr Putpoſes and Papers, they ſhould 
>| ſee us well paid home, and made to conicls on our knees,” our {canda- 
| lous Schiſm,and to ſubject tothe ſeverity of Cenſurey when we had done 


"I all.” Yea even among the beſt affe&ted rowards as; both Miniſters and 
"I others, whom. we conſulted in the Afﬀair, we found tho-they had Cha- 
I ricy for the _ - fp Wotkees,- yet they had a:great jealouſie of the 

14 condo che whredtignhn OI Fanghes,: 1. 
"71 The 4ſſembly, Lee ſar ſevetal Seffons , our Paper; and the purpoſe 
f of it, was motioned in the Eomtmirree of Ovirturer, before it was fully 

{| prepared ; And the Motion fayourably, intertained by that Reyerend 
E. Eomoanice < y were pleaſed to appoint a Subcommitrie of their Num- 
” ber ta (ce it, and.canfer with usabont the contents of it. who after hear- 
i 


* | ing ic read; did objeA' lirtleagainft the matter- of it, 'burdid urge the 
* | ſmoothing of. it, and .that we" ſhogld take out ſotne particulars, that 
1] might irricate and offend lome,'rhat would'logk upon themſelves as in- 
| ;juriouſly refle&ted upon by them, which mighe provoke heats, and ſtop 
* | all other buſineſs,. whence the Church might ſuſtaingreatdifadvantages, 
1 and our ſclyes have litle' peace; 'We an{wered', .we could not yeeld to 
| the expunging of any particulars in it, whieh were miatzers of offence, 
* | and pnderitood by; usto be Corraprions, which our' parpoſe was to:wit- 
* | nels againſt, without any deſign to itricate'any by Refledtions: ' Andiif , 
- | any ſhould be provoked to raiſe heats, we ſhould be ſorty for-ir, but we 
\ | could not. foreſee how any coull riſe to thar hight, as to: brake the 4 
| ſembles Harmony, ſince we were refolyed- to; ſeek concord, and not 
I Contention :: And what eyerthey ſhould do'with the- paper,if we mighc 
once have acceſs to table it, our Contention woukIbearan end, for then: 

' cur Teſtimony would be given 'in,and lye at their door, to be confider- 
ed,. as they ſhould think fir, which would exoner our Conſcſence, and 
declare to them, asthe Repreſentatives of the' Church, that our Com- 

| munion with the'Church at preſenr;could not inferian approving of whar- 
we condemned before , nor a condemniug of whatwe approved before. 

'Thele things bein vouraney repreſented ro the Comittee of Ovyertures, 

| they =dded foink Raovorend Zrethren'to the Subcommittee, to whom it 
was read a ſecond time: They told us, they feared ic wonld not be well 


= 


| received, .and.that. it ' might have bad- effeAs, if it ſhould be read,- bur 
| deſired to know further what we refolved'ro do;if it ſhon}d be-rej eRed:We , 
aniwered, we would ſtill adhere'to it,. aud colild* nor —_— Senti- 
ments abour the things contained therein z Yer. becaule the thingyin Con. 
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againſt in the paper, were not in the preſent Conſticuris 
on ofthe Church, jand. therefore our. Senſor at_prele ny 
led againſt; Therefoee i mebeallowed to extibke oat Pope 49s 
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- Differences ( of which, all Partles concerned. art wearie ») 
cloſe; And for this end -to:bave acceſs] to'apply aur ſelves to # full and fre : 
ral Aſſembly of this. Ehurgh, cinneſted #1ith- drabority and Power, in. Tm 


/Divino-8&-Humano, ; te.determine- 


this Venerable National Synod hath arrived; bath been. the great let and im- 


obtained this much. longed, 


all of the ſame Sentiment» wanld-Acquieſee. Now having 


and Addreſs this, Vencrable Aſlembly, mith. a free. and ingenuons 


tion of our Minds aud Defres : 


to declare ourDifigh,aft 
tpbich wei underfland ta have been Gorruptions 
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bo 


and \cogneſe #pox them... The want of whieb 
en Aſſembly , conflitmte in that Vigar, to which through the Mercy of. GOD, 


pediment of our compoſing: the ſaid Differences., in 4 way ; wherein--not only we, but (|| 
and long. prayed far Priviledge, We cannot farhear any longer. bumbly ,. to Accolt 


ſent a- 
The ſeope of -whiob-is 10 .R epreſent thoſe thingy, 
which bave been moſt ſtumbling to us, 2 tbe Exoneration of our Conſciences, And. 
er we bave exhibited ourT eſtimony againſt theſe Comrſer, 
and. Defedions in this Church, and 
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f and Pepe us us. not it par”: all art pn oy "'R | 
jedice to Truth, it a. way wherein we ave not bebolden, to * enſnaring favours - 
Memes, bin with fuch'a reviving in our banda, Act he midit of Wrath re- 
membering Mercy ) boot abou by wig repreſſion of Tytandy, Ns of Po- 
="; - and depreſſion of Prelacy, '« that we bave) yet 6 Nail in His Holy —_— 
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the former, for Order and 'B uty $6 nd 1 2A ori s iPrey 
a ad; * wr Urim and ow f My ini Fee rom, Heave 
' of the 'Teſtimany.,&*. Fozthey that have ſren our former Reforniation in, 
" Integrity, before Hhelae Deformatiin, can hardly 1 efrain from. weeping at.the (1ght 
"#be ſad, di proportion, between this and. the ormer-. In the : former, as the conftitſ 
tion was calculate i inthe neareſt con; formity FI) the Divine Pattern,” f the bt iaerd 
bad always a.cate to pull down what was fa, be demoliſhed, Hire ohey: etal 
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FUG bat was toſtand,. and to purge away the rubbiſh from the F oundation before they 
"wal 1 991099 the Superſtrutiure » dctardingly prben Prelacy was reintroduced at ſeve- 
bh a $f! tines, the” firſt thing thiy did. mben they. recovered their power, as alwoyer 
1 $0 exert it in condemnation of that Gorruption,and of theſe Allemblics and Meets 
ng ings, that fromoved, abated, favoured, or complied. And when the Era- 
azar tian ' Supremacy : began. to  enerodeb- upon the Ghurches Liberties , and. ta 
$466] bring the Miniſtry into Bondage, they did. net think, it. enough to. wreſtle. 
See | 020inft it by Perſonal withefſingr; but by tbe good Hand of GOD. upon their En; 
ic os | deavours never ceaſed until it was condemned by Ats of Aſlembly:They proceeded. 
ine (0 with great earnefineſs and vigilance, 0 purgethe Church of corrupt and ſcan- 
1, | delous Minifters, ſadly regrateing afterwards, when they ſaw the effetis of the con- 
-. +. | $1wanee of ſome of that Charatter in tbe Niniſtrie, that they had.not done. more.in 
"3. | 1bat pn Tp ; . But now ,\ ofter all the Rubbiſh.and Filth., brought into the 


I» 3 


| Howſe of , by the Invaſions and; Uſurpations of the-Enemies, and Defedions 
, | of Friends, when now Opportunity and. Gapacity is  given'to Rebuild and Beamiſfie 
>| the Houſeof the LORD, and to Repair the Deſalations thereof , tbe preſent hyil- 
be ding is ſo far-advanced , withont juelling down and purging away the Rubbiſh, and 
+} condemning #beſe corruptions.and defidions,.in con an withthem,: or conſeſſing 
} aid forſaking thim,as: our Fathers mſed to do: Now theſe comrſes have let us rather 
4-11 left us; than we bave foreſahgn3, And the Lords returning-in Providence, without 
2.1 one retzrning to Him by Repentance-,- bath made. any Reformation yet attained, 
M1 whiletheſe Defetions are neither confeſſed in bumiliations nor condemned in Judi» 
pj eatories,” - And vhe-Prelatical Clergy, after- all the evil. they have done, -and 
wg Citter fraits they bave productd, areyet keprin many places,and like ta. continue as a 
5 Seminary and Nurſerie of a corrupt Miniftyie. As-long. as all this Ryuhbiſh ſtands, 
#20 there can be #i#tle/bope, eitber of Purity or Stability in the SuperftraGure. In for- 
tl mer Reformdtions alſo, the Advancement uſed to be Progreſſive, beginning where the 
former Reformation ftopt.. and going farward, after they bad got removed , what 
obflrutjed it. "But yow the motion-is Retrograde,going as far back , as that in 1.592. 
miſſing -many"Enecellent ſteps of Reformation, attained. after that to. 1649. In for- 
ol mer Reformations, our wortby Anceſtors uſed. to . begin with Renovation of the 
"J National Covenants, Acknowledgements of the Breaches thereof, which 
 entation torefle&, that informer -Reformations, tho the Adverſaries troubled the 
0 Buil/leyr, and hired Counfellors againſs them,. 40 fruſtrate their. purpoſe, yet being 
"NF urniſhed and'Spirived of tbe” Lord, for that: Generation work, , they never ſtudied to 
A pleaſe men, but to acquit theniſelves as faithful Servants. of their Princely Maſter 
tl Fifi Chrit, ix wineſing again all Sis and Corruption of great and Jmll jms 
# partially; and in Ads of Aflerably oidding and recommending to als Minifters, 
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tbis faithſnlaeſs in afphing iheir Dottrine to the Sing of the time, under pain of 
Cenſure. But now tho there was never greater freedom and encouragement for, and 


neceſhtie of faithfulneſr, whenthe Adverſaries of Judah are ſeeking #0 Build, bull 


on defign to marr the VWork,, and many are t00 much inclining to joyn in affinity with 
the People of theſe abominations: Tet it is ſadly wanting,«nd nuch\Deſiderated a- 
miong many Minifters , who being long accuſtomed to fears, and conſtrained ſilence, 
«nder former hazards and tentations, have not yet recovered their Confidence and Coun 
rage, tocrya loud againſt,and nat ſparethe iniquities of the time. Ie defire alfo 


8 joyne in that common regrate, that thi in former Reformations this Church wis not 


only for Order and Ambority, beautiful .as Tirzah, comely as Jeruſalem, and 
terrible as an army with banners, but for Union, got the Name of Philadelphia, 
being then as much admired for Unitie (which « the fruit of Presbyterian Gos 


yernment, wherever it hath place) as for any other Priviledge, which rendered 
Ger the Envy of all the Nations about. Yet now alas! The Crown bath fallen from 


our beads; *wo unto us, that we have ſinned. This Holy and Beaxtiful Fobrick, 


Þath been burnt up, with the fire of Enemies fmry, with the fire of our Diviſions, 
and with the fire of the Lords indignation, burning againſt us for our defeftions, 
whereby the Lord was provoked to forſake bis Houſe, and fince bis departure, there 
| Bath been nothing but diserder among bis Gbildren and Servantr. The Popiſh Pre-' 

Hatical and Malignant Party,bave come in by Force and Fraud, and by the Cedings 


of thoſe, that ſhould bave flood in the Gap, and.-broke down the Carved Work of 
oxr Coycnanted Reformarion, 4 with Axes and Hammers, - Reſcinding all 


the Legal Bul-warks of Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions, Civil Santtionr,ond National | 


Covenants, wherewith it was fenced, ! They wore t00 much: encourag- 


ed by our faint reſiſtance, and too univerfsl involvement in the fin of ſubmining to th 
 Copntenancing of the intruſions of the Prelatical Party. At length baving ſet up 
theſe their Enfignes for Signs , in Signof compleate Vidtory,obtained over the Ser- 


zants and Subjefts of our exalted Prince, aftey they bave invaded His Kingdom 


and Patce, and made Havock and Slaughter of ſuch, as would not yield , they | 
. offered ſame tempting terms,wbereupon theywoult ſuffer them to live in ſubjeFion ta © 
#beſe Uſurpationsr; painted indeed with pretences of Favours, but really, at leaſt 
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IndireGHy requiring a recognizance of the Uſurpers power ,. ani a Ceſſation from 
oppoſing the peaceable poſſeſſion of their Robberies. | Theſe and the like defetions on | 


#be one band together with many Extravagances on the other have brought the Godly 
into many confufions, tumbled them into many tentations, racked, rent, and almoſt | 
ruined them with: many Diuifions, promoted too much on every band , by Paſſion, 
Pride, Prejudice, Fealoufie, too credulons and ſedulous taking up and ſpreading re- | 


ports, and reproaches one of another, whereby the Sffirit of GOD bath beengrieved; 


: (- $2 " | 
.offf marred; the Minifrie and all Ordinances TA tuto renee,  ungodlineſs encou- 
and} raged, the mouths of the ungodly opened, their hearts bardned , and their bauds 
ml firengthned againſt u. And as theeffed of all theſe, 'we may lament another Jad 
#1 end very ſenſible want , the Lords Power and Glory not ſeen in the Sanituary ., as 
a*l| ſometimes in the former Houſe it was, with a ſpeciality of brightneſs z-' And the 
nee, Spirit of Grace and Supplication, Repentance, and Reformation, publick Zeal for the 
» | Intereft of Chrift, and the Goſpel Spirit of Love and. Tentlernsſs towards Brethren, 
is not yet poured from on bigh. But it may be,if the Tabernatle were once reared tt, 
that the cloud of the LORDS Preſence would cover it , and the Glorie of the 
LORD wowld fill it : And if we were aſhamed of our iniquities , we might then 
ia, | meaſure the Pattern, and ſee the form of the Houſe, and the faſhion thereof , and 
, | the goings out thereof, and the comings in thereof , and all the Ordinances thereof, 
| and the:whole limit #bereof hould be holy, which is the Law of the Houſe : Ther 
the glorie"of this Iatter Houſe ſhould be greater than of 1he former. 
Nevertheleſs, We are ſo far from deſpifing the day of ſmall things, that in weaks 
1s, | neſs and bumilitie, we would defire to ſay, it 'is our higheſt ambition to enjoy the 
| Communion of this Sanitary of the LORD,jn this Land, if it were but to be Door- | 
re | keepers inthe Houſe of our GOD: And it is the matter of our greateſt longing to | ſee 
e- Nthe day, when all the Diſfintient and long Diſſevered Children of Zion, ſhal together 
gs | with one heart takg their Mother by the Hand;and with one Lip praiſe their Father, 
of || intheBeentie of Holineſs. For when vhe Conrts of the LORD are amiable in Order,it 
all | cannot but be pleaſant and defireable for Brethren to dwell together in Unitie ; And 
Lomuch the more, that we have felt the fad effets of our unhappie Divifionr,” which: 
'» [not-onlie now, but even intheir greateſt heat, made us with much longing, defire 
» fend pray for a comfortable Union, and to bemoan the Cauſes and Effe&s of the de- 
» ayes of it ; pon all oceafions declaring our dread and deteſtation of Schiſm, as a 
fvery beinians , burtful and hateful fin, We did indeed demure to concure 
with and follow, and did think it our qutie, pro tempore, to withdraw from - 
ey  beſe' Minifters ( ths ftill we owned and efteemed them as godlie Miniſters of this 
FCbyreb ) - who promoted conrſes of defefion after ſpecified; and'to adbere to thoſe” 
But few) who were more ftedfaſt and faithful, 'in that time of Diviſions, © 
 BGonfufions, and abounding ſnares , when the Church was in a Broken ftate , de- 
rived of the Remedie of Eburch Judicatorier , wherexnta we might recurr with 
ly Komplaints and Swpplications, for removing theſe Offenees' : And when the Govern-' 
ft Frente was ſo T yrannical, that-if there had been Ehurch Judicatorier neither duſt, 
Fey have correſponded with us , nor we make Application ta them, for bazard of 
Fr Lives: When alſo the caſe was ſo ſtated , that we thought communion could 
; por. be kept by es with them, from whom we withdrew without fim, while the very 
r - Exerciſe of their Miniſtrie, in thethen circumſtances, was ſo far depending upon, - 
4 'Fubordinate wnto, complying with,modified and axaboriſed by, unlawful Ulurpa- 
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tions," that our joining would  bave inferred, at leaft in our 'confeience, a ſubmiſs. 


on to, ſymbolizing-wnh, and approving of their offenſive yieldings $0 theſe encyouelc' 
ments, Yet we never thought'this a Schiſm , We never judged it, to be a ſep". 
ration from the Church of Scotland, either in Her Dofrine,” Worſhip, Diſcipline) 
or Government, ts it ſtood Reformed and Covenanted to be preſerved ; Nor did we. 
gather, or ſet up formed ſeparate Churches or Societies, under another Governinent 
or Miniſftrie , diſtin from, and independent won the Presbyrerial Church" of 
Scotland; nor did we ever maintain, but alwayes abborred that Seftatiiin " no: 
tion, that the Perſonal Sins and Scandalls of Fellow-worſhippers, Minifters or \ 
Profeſſors, did pollute the Ordinances; nor did we ever owne, but alwayes dif- 
awned, a poſitive or aftive total or flated Separation, from all the. Miniſtyy,or from 
any, for any Offence, in any caſe, where either the Offence conld be then legally re-' 
moved, or was init ſelf a thing to be condeſcended upon, or forborn, 'or did\not ha” 
zard our Involvement in #he fin of it : And only for the time, owned'a Negitive," 
Paſſive, and. Conditional. ion from ſome, refuſing to follows the Backſliding 
part of the Miniftry, in #beir courſes of Defeftjon, . and choofing: to abide by that' ( 
Part that perſevered in their Integrity. But now that Tyranny , bat chaſed" 
#s * from 'one another , | being through Mercy removed ,* and theſe Snares 
and Stumbling-blocks, - which ſcared us, from Gammunion with* many, being ſo 
Far taken out of the-way, that they ceaſe to be Tentations involving ws in fin, and? 
bones of Contention engaging us in continual jenglings about them: Church Judi-"|* 
eatories being now in capacity, to give Jome, remedy to theſe Fvilr, fince Providente'|* 
alſo bath ſs far altered the caſe, and matter of our Contendings," for the Faith *aes\[4 
livered to the Saints, that it calls all diſſentient Parties, among Presbyrerians,J9 
#9 concenter in one common Teftimony, for the comman Reformation, againſt the com" *: 
mon Adverſaries. We hope this. much difired and long looked fr Ulnion, is,and* H 
| ſhall be more acceſſable and attainable: Therefore, tothe end, that this happy and[8' 
defireable \ as be Holy and Comfortable, in a way that may. procure: ant” 
ſecure our Union, and Communion with the LORD: And as the famous V -yS7 
_ tius ſayes, Ul nihil de veritate 8 profeſſione noſtra:remictamus atq; adf** 
eoa perfe&tione ad quamcum DEO pervenimus non re}abamurad in-Þ 
pertectionem. Confidering in all the Periods "of thy Church, from ber firſt| Re«J"* 
formation, a. Witneſs hath never been wanting +, againſt the ſame, or equivalentÞ”* 
 Corruptionsthat nave offended us: And no method can be more adapted. for recoger-f”* 
ing and reſtoring Ulnion,thau that which was uſed;for preſerving it : Anti that hay** 
ing aimed bitherto to offer & keep np our Mite of a Teſtimony,zh5 weak & iifigntff 
ca-t,agaialt the ſameyzf now under the conviftions of its remainiag righteouſneſy, will? 
ſhall paſs from it ſo ſeem 10 condemn what we approved before, approve what wilf* 
condemned before, it will leave an indeleble reproach, © mt only on our ſelves, but on 
ear Contendings and Sufferingr. Becauſe likewiſe in a Conference with ſorne Reve® 
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is Stumbling; : both\in- harioie ſet 


C8) 
were, and are Eraſtians, deriving. their Pawier from,ond jug it init. \exercil, F 


#9: reber Head +han Ghrifs, the. Magiftrats Supremacy, only, wr 


Aurborized; without Chriſte marrant, vr the Cluerches hs | 
wehe/and ave" Schiilmaticks,- who eauſed Dinifuns and jw "contrary.to the 


Diftrine of this Ghureb, breaking ber Ulnien aud Order, going owt #hemſelvec} 


from the fellowſhip of this "Church, and leading Avopde: away from ber vowed. Res 


err ia yea who vivlentlywhrait- out, . and pexſeexted ber:faithful Paſtors and 
Child ren,  for-agþaring to that Reformation, wbich they defigted to.raze and 13 Wie 


4 Beeanſo they were, Me are perfured-Govenant- breakers, avowedly difowns 
ing our Covenants, ond ſtared in oppefition t0'#hat Reformation, .wbich is tberein 
ſworn' te be maintained. 5 Becauſe they were, Gave inſeveral Point. Erroneous, in 
their Doftrine, many of them tainted with the Leavenof Popery,'Arminianilmgf 
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